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TEENAG MEMBERS ( BY REGION )
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NZ Young Farmers (NZYF) is a non-profit organisation with a focus on connecting communities 
and helping to grow future leaders.

It operates a network of almost 80 NZYF clubs across the country, each with their own  
identity and community spirit. They are backed by a national organisation, which is governed by 
an eight-member board.

The clubs are progressive and provide a venue for young people to develop their leadership and 
personal skills. They’re a place where members can network with like-minded individuals and 
make friends for life.

People don’t need to be a farmer to join - all they need is a passion for the agriculture,  
food and fibre sectors.

NZYF is a participation-based organisation and all members are encouraged to be active in their 
clubs’ activities and to take advantage of opportunities that come their way.

The organisation runs the iconic FMG Young Farmer of the Year contest, FMG Junior Young 
Farmer of the Year and Agrikids contests, along with stock judging, clay target shooting, 
fencing and debating competitions.

In 2017 NZYF took ownership of a 74-hectare dairy farm in Auckland. It was gifted to the 
organisation by the late Donald Pearson. The farm’s location provides an unrivalled opportunity 
to get urban students excited about career prospects in the food and fibre sector. Its future as 
an educational farm is being mapped out.

NZYF has a well-respected national engagement team, who works with schools to get students 
and teachers excited about opportunities in the primary industries. We run popular Teachers’ 
Day Out events, leadership camps and provide free cross-curricular teaching resources through 
www.agrication.co.nz while offering any needed support along the way.

NZYF also operates a growing network of TeenAg clubs in high schools across New Zealand. 
The clubs are designed to help attract students into the agri-food sector and hone their 
leadership skills.

Each year more than 1,000 students participate in regional and grand finals of FMG Junior 
Young Farmer of the Year and the AgriKids competitions.

ABOUT US

 MEMBERSHIP   

NEW ZEALAND   
YOUNG FARMERS

Region June 2019 March 2020
Northern 94 102
Waikato / Bay of Plenty 239 299 

Taranaki / Manawatu 468 480
East Coast 173 168
Tasman 292 331
Aorangi 203 176
Otago/ Southland 275 261
TOTAL 1,744 1,817

Region June 2019 June 2020
Northern 209 203
Waikato / Bay of Plenty 241 269

Taranaki / Manawatu 372 423
East Coast 518 580
Tasman 347 403
Aorangi 382 429
Otago/ Southland 410 431
TOTAL 2,479 2,738

Number of Young Farmer Clubs: 75

Central Campus Young Farmers Club (Cromwell)

Kaikoura Young Farmers Club

Number of TeenAg Clubs: 97
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MESSAGE FROM THE C.E.O 

My first full year as CEO was certainly an eventful one.  
More recently we, like other businesses across NZ have  
had to quickly respond to the requirements to stop the 
spread of Covid 19. I’m incredibly proud of how the NZ  
Young Farmers members and staff have adapted to  
changes we’ve had to make to how we operate. We’ve all  
had to embrace video conferencing tools and webinars 
as a way to connect and communicate. These changes  
have been forced upon us and I have no doubt that they  
will result in permanent changes to how we operate.  

 

Financials 

We continue to have an unrelenting focus on controlling 
and minimising costs while delivering value to our members. 
I’m pleased to report that this continued focus is paying off 
and we have managed to make further savings in the last 
financial year. Moving forward we are focused on building 
a financially sustainable business model that will deliver on 
our strategic objectives. AgMardt has supported us in recent 
months to research and design a sustainable business model 
that we can transition too over the coming years. 

 
 
FMG Young Farmer of the Year 

2019 FMG Young Farmer of the Year was a huge success. 
James Robertson has proven to be an excellent champion 
and has made the most of his role. We are very pleased that 
he agreed to continue in the role of current champion for a 
second year. 

After four North Island Regional Finals were completed, we 
sadly had to cancel the remainder of the 2020 FMG Young 
Farmer of the Year contest. This was the first time in its 
52 year history that this iconic event has been cancelled. 
It was a difficult decision to make but given the threat of 
COVID-19, we felt it was best to ensure the safety of all of 
our contestants, members, staff, sponsors and supporters. 
That said it has been wonderful to continue with the Grand 
Final of FMG Junior Young Farmer and AgriKids using a 
modified, online format with the help of our clubs across the 
country. I’d also like to give a massive thanks to our family of 
contest sponsors who have continued to support us despite 
the challenges that COVID-19 has put in front of us and 
the cancellation of this year’s contest. We appreciate your 
commitment and look forward to working with you to deliver 
a successful 2021 season.  

Membership 

Membership numbers for NZ Young Farmers Clubs have 
stayed stable, with no mass growth over the last year. We’re 
working to deliver all the answers to questions around the 
value of being a paid member and our continued focus on 
growing member benefits and working with partners is 
paying off. We will soon be announcing an exciting range 
of new benefits with partners such as FMG, Farmlands and 
Betacraft. There are some key benefits that membership 
fee’s pay for that help each Club. First and foremost, without 
the charitable status of NZ Young Farmers overall, clubs 
would be unable to fundraise. Every year, National office has 
to reapply for charitable status for all clubs. We spend a lot 
of time working with partners and funders to get financial 
support. This support pays for the club resources and tools 
that our Membership Manager maintains and updates 
regularly. It also pays for leadership and governance training 
for NatCom and the NZ Young Farmers Board. Most recently, 
we were able to attain funding to scope and design a new 
digital website and app that will provide lots of benefits to 
clubs and members including efficient tools for running club 
meetings and events.  

We want to continue to provide webinars and events that 
give our members the opportunity to learn and grow. Going 
forward, the wellbeing and success of all of our members will 
continue to drive everything we do.  

 
DPFL 

2018/2019 was a difficult year for the Donald Pearson 
Farm (DPFL). There were some management issues that 
needed to be resolved which unfortunately took the focus 
off delivering on the strategy that we had put together with 
your help. 

I’m pleased to say that DPFL is back on track. NZYF 
members have really taken hold of the day to day 
management of the farm with Sam Waugh recently taking 
over as Farm Manager and Rachel Stewart taking over the 
accounts.  

Sam is committed to delivering on the legacy of Donald 
Pearson and making DPFL a fantastic place for young 
people to visit to learn about farming. Of course his first 
challenge is recovering from the prolonged and severe 
drought that has affected the area recently. Thankfully some 
rain is starting to fall but we still need plenty more. 

 
 
What are we working on now? 

With the scope and design of the new digital platform 
complete, we are seeking funding to implement this. The 
digital platform will form part of a wider piece of work to 
transition to a financially sustainable business model over 
the next few years. One that delivers support to all of our 
members to be successful. Whether that be support for their 
education, careers, health and wellbeing, employment or 
just making new friends, we want our members to achieve 
success.  

We will continue to focus on how we can keep improving the 
FMG Young Farmer of the Year contest so it can continue 
to showcase the excellent young people we have in our 
agriculture, food and fibre sectors. 

 
 
Ngā Mihi, 

Lynda Coppersmith

2018-20   

LYNDA COPPERSMITH   
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Kia ora koutou, 
 
The past year has certainly been a roller-coaster, bringing 
excitement, challenges and moments of reflection. Terms 
like unprecedented, pivot and a ‘once in a century event’, 
have been continuously used and as an organisation we too 
have had to respond to the realities of Covid-19. 

At the 2019 Annual General Meeting in Napier we had two 
new elected board members join the National Board; Kent 
Weir from the Waikato/Bay of Plenty region, Robert Barry 
from the East Coast region, and new Independent Director 
Catherine McMillian. 

Our key focus the past 12 months has been continuing to 
strengthen our financial position and defining the short-
term and long-term objectives for the organisation, all whilst 
supporting our Chief Executive Officer Lynda Coppersmith 
to deliver the new strategy and key projects such as the 
digital platform and sustainable business model. 

The National Board’s primary focus over the past 12 months 
has been continuing to ensure a break-even budget position 
for the 2019/20 financial year. This is currently on track and 
we continue to seek additional revenue opportunities that 
align with the purpose and values of the organisation whilst 
enabling a sustainable future for our members and industry 
partners. The initial scope and design report of the digital 
platform has been completed and submitted to The Ministry 
of Primary Industries (MPI) and we are strongly placed to 
be a key player in the primary sectors bid to interact with 
younger people. 

Earlier this year, the Donald Pearson Farm Board (DPFL) 
appointed Sam Waugh as its new Farm Manager. Sam 
is a veteran Young Farmers member who has served as 
Chairman of the Lincoln Club, Christchurch District, Tasman 
Region and was a previous National Board member. Many 
of you will be familiar with the drought that has affected 
large parts of the North Island and understand it has been 
a very hard season for farmers. Alongside a severe drought 
the DPFL board has had to persist with high capital costs 
to ensure compliance and management challenges are met. 
Creating an actionable strategy and a sustainable financial 
model continues to be the highest priority as we move 
into the 2020/21 season, as is to improve soil fertility and 
pasture management. Despite the tough environmental 
factors, with a new farm manager at the helm, both the DPFL 
and National Board are encouraged that we are closer to 
enacting Donald’s wishes for the farms use, which included 
having a Young Farmers member sharpen their trade. 

For the first time in its 52-year history, the FMG Young 
Farmer of the Year Grand Final was cancelled due to 
Covid-19. Like many other businesses, organisations and 
events across New Zealand and the world, we needed to 
respond quickly and implement safety measures to limit 
the spread of the virus. This contest is certainly an annual 
highlight for all involved and whilst we are disappointed 
not to be gathering this July in Christchurch, we see this 
as an opportunity to take stock and evaluate all aspects of 
the contest to ensure its success for the next 52 years. I’d 
like to congratulate the events team for quickly creating an 
online version for the Junior FMG Young Farmer of the Year 
contest which is set to be a very exciting challenge for the 
future leaders of our industry. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Rebecca 
Brown (Bexx) and Alastair Neville (Ali) for their service 
to the organisation as they step down from the Contest 

Board. Both Bexx and Ali have served on the board since 
its creation four years ago and were previously Contest 
Regional Managers. Bexx as Contest Chair has a wealth of 
knowledge and is a passionate ambassador for the Contest 
which has been integral in our journey to improve cohesion 
between the National Board and Contest Board. I wish both 
Bexx and Ali all the best in their future endeavours.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all 
our members and volunteers who are the backbone of 
Young Farmers. You put a significant amount of time 
into organising events, partaking in the competitions, 
and running the number of clubs we have throughout 
the country. You all exemplify everything Young Farmers 
stands for; connection, community, and nurturing the future 
success of the primary sector.

Thank-you to the many supporters of Young Farmers, 
including the sponsors and industry partners who continue 
to invest in the people and initiatives within our organisation. 
You are an integral part of our Young Farmers whanau and 
these relationships enable us to continue creating success 
for our young people. 

Lastly, I would like to thank Lynda and the staff of Young 
Farmers who all dedicate vast amounts of their energy to 
making our organisation as successful as it can be. This has 
not been an easy year, yet you have acknowledged these 
realities with grace and risen to the challenge. 

I have confidence in the future direction that Young Farmers 
is heading and look forward to another successful year 
ahead. Kia kaha, kia mārū, kia atawhai (be strong, be calm, 
be kind)

Nāhaku noa, 

Nā Ash-Leigh Campbell

ASH-LEIGH CAMPBELL   

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
2018-20   
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DEVELOPING AND 
NURTURING OUR 
LEADERS OF THE 

FUTURE

SUPPORTING  
DIVERSE AND

THRIVING  
NEW ZEALAND  

YOUNG FARMER 
CLUBS

WE ARE
CREATING SUCCESS  
FOR OUR YOUNG  
PEOPLE IN THE  
PRIMARY SECTOR

SHOWCASING  
THE TALENT,  

ACHIEVEMENTS  
AND INNOVATIONS  

OF OUR YOUNG  
PEOPLE

EXCITING  
YOUNG PEOPLE 

ABOUT THE  
OPPORTUNITIES  
FROM PADDOCK  

TO PLATE

WELLBEING  
WILL BE AT THE 

CENTRE OF 
EVERYTHING  

WE DO

SUPPORTING  
SUCCESSFUL 

FOOD AND  
FIBRE SECTOR  
WORKPLACES  
AND CAREERS

OUR VISION:

OUR STRATEGIC PILLARS:



OUR  
PEOPLE

OUR PURPOSE

WE EXCITE, CONNECT  
AND NURTURE  

YOUNG PEOPLE IN  
THE PRIMARY SECTOR
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ASH-LEIGH CAMPBELL
CHAIR ELECTED BOARD MEMBER

KENT WEIR
ELECTED BOARD MEMBER

SHARON ANGUS
STRATEGIC PARTNER 

CATHERINE MCMILLAN
INDEPENDENT DIRECTOR

HANNAH CAMERON
VICE-CHAIR ELECTED BOARD MEMBER

ROBERT BARRY
ELECTED BOARD MEMBER

SAM ROBINSON
STRATEGIC PARTNER 

REBECCA BROWN
CONTEST REPRESENTATIVE
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CORPORATE TEAM

EVENTS & SPONSORSHIP TEAM

ENGAGEMENT TEAM

National Finance 
& Administration 

Manager

Media &  
Communications  

Manager (0.75)

Finance Coordinator 
(0.5) Digital Specialist

Events and Partnerships 
Specialist

Events Specialist
Events  

Administrator
Graphic Designer

(0.5)

Events and 
Partnerships Manager

General Manager - 
Pathways

Area Manager (4)Membership Manager 
(0.5)

School Engagement 
Manager

CEO

NEW ZEALAND YOUNG FARMERS 

ORGANISATION STRUCTURE Cell: 027 347 8785 

Email: kent.weir@youngfarmers.co.nz

Cell: 027 319 3925

Email: ashleigh.campbell@youngfarmers.co.nz

Cell: 021 570 842

Email: sharon.angus@xtra.co.nz

Cell: 027 321 3719

Email: catherine.mcmillan@courageous.co.nz

Cell: 027 534 5727

Email: robert.barry@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 021 022 35662

Email: hannah.cameron@youngfarmers.co.nz

Cell: 027 595 4801

Email: sam@temaire.co.nz 

Cell: 027 511 3119

Email: gusman@farmside.co.nz
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LINDA COPPERSMITH
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

TREVOR MCINTYRE
GENERAL MANAGER OF PATHWAYS

KIM SHAW
EAST COAST AREA MANAGER

ERIN SPEEDY
MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

CASEY HUFFSTUTLER
NORTHERN & WAIKATO/BAY OF PLENTY 

TERRITORY MANAGER, MEMBERSHIP MANAGER

BRIDGET JOICEY
SOUTH ISLAND AREA MANAGER

N
A

T
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N
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L 
O

FF
IC

E

Cell: 021 156 9891 

Email: lynda.coppersmith@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 021 99 4173

Email: trevor.mcintyre@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 027 213 0029

Email: kim.shaw@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 021 213 9487

Email: erin.speedy@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 027 213 0043

Email: casey.huffstutler@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 027 667 7259

Email: bridget.joicey@youngfarmers.co.nz 

KATE MCMURRAY 
EVENTS ANS SPONSORSHIP MANAGER

GEN WARD
EVENTS ADMINISTRATOR

MACKENZIE WALKER
MANAWATU AREA MANAGER 

DANIELLE HOLLAND
EVENTS SPECIALIST

MARY BLAIN
SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

JAKE LONERGAN
EVENTS AND PARTNERSHIPS SPECIALIST

ANNA MCDIARMID
GRAPHIC DESIGNER

CLAIRE CLEMENT
FINANCE COORDINATOR

SHANNON GIBSON (CA)
NATIONAL FINANCE &  
ADMINISTRATION MANAGER

MAX WILSON
DIGITAL SPECIALIST

Cell: 021 511 803

Email: kate.mcmurray@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 027 213 0068

Email: gen.ward@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 027 884 8886

Email: mackenzie.walker@youngfarmers.co.nz

Cell: 021 925 408

Email: danielle.holland@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 021 99 6498

Email: mary.blain@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 021 995 403 

Email: jake.lonergan@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 027 351 9496

Email: anna.mcdiarmid@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 021 318 290

Email: claire.clement@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 021 667 7259

Email: bridget.joicey@youngfarmers.co.nz 

Cell: 021 991 637

Email: max.wilson@youngfarmers.co.nz 
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The late Donald Pearson gifted his 74 hectare farm in Brookby, Manurewa to NZ Young 
Farmers for the purpose of encouraging young people into the agricultural sector. 

The farm milks 100 jersey and 10 shorthorn cows, operating as a commercial dairy farm.  

Under NZYF ownership, this farm continues to operate as a best-practice commercial 
dairy farm, with the future aim to utilise the farm and the way in which it is operated, as an 
outdoor classroom or learning centre for NZYF members and the wider community.

DONALD PEARSON FARM   DONALD PEARSON FARM 

APPOINTS NEW  
FARM MANAGER
The Donald Pearson Farm, owned by 
New Zealand Young Farmers welcomed 
a new Manager on board after a 
lengthy search.  

Sam Waugh, 27, took up the role on 
20th April as the new Farm Manager, 
bringing a raft of experience in dairy 
farming as well as different farming 
systems.  

Chair of the Donald Pearson Farm 
(DPF) Board, Julie Pirie, says it was a 
long process to find the right candidate 
for the role.  

“This position is a sole charge one, with 
responsibility for managing the farm, 
reporting to the board and hosting 
visitors. The successful applicant 
needed to be well organised, a good 
communicator and enthusiastic 
because the role of farm manager is 
effectively our CEO,” she says.  

Sam’s strengths, she believes, are 
communication, organisation and 
pragmatism as well as a willingness to 
seek help and advice, which she knows 
will improve his skills along the way.  

The DPF Board was hoping to attract 
a Young Farmers member to the role - 
which Sam brings, with a long history 
involved in the organisation including 
as Chairman of the Lincoln Club, 
Christchurch District, Tasman Region 
and a previous NZYF Board member. 

“The late Donald Pearson was hoping 
that his farm could be managed by a 
Young Farmer looking to learn skills 
of a dairy farmer and help the next 
generation. I think he would be proud 
to see Sam on his farm, fulfilling that 
wish,” Julie says.  

Raised on a dairy farm and feed mill in 
the Manawatu, Sam holds a Bachelor 
of Agri-Commerce from Lincoln 
University.  

Excited to start a new challenge with 
the Donald Pearson Farm, he says it’s a 
privilege to have been appointed.  

“I have a broad range of skills that I 
bring to farm with knowledge from 
a wide variety of different farming 
systems, and I’m keen for a new 
challenge. I am also very excited to be 
involved with developing the farm both 
from a farming perspective, but also 
in its role of encouraging the younger 
generation into the agricultural sector. I 
really believe the Donald Pearson Farm 
can be a great asset to our industry, so 
I feel very privileged to have the chance 
to be involved with that,” he says.   
 
He brings four years’ experience as a 
Dairy Farm Advisor with Farm Right 
in Canterbury as well as two years 
working in different farming systems in 
the United Kingdom with wife Liana.   

“I worked on a 3,500 hectare cropping 
farm in the UK where the business 
was also developing a small beef unit. 
They operated a commercial grain 
store, did straw bale contracting where 
they bale about 100,000 bales per 
season and ran a large game bird shoot. 
During my time in the UK I learnt a lot 
about farming systems in the northern 
hemisphere, and gained a much greater 
appreciation for the way in which we 
farm in New Zealand,” he says.   

Speaking of his involvement with Young 
Farmers, he says he first became a 
member when he moved from the 
Manawatu to Lincoln University on the 
day of the February Earthquake.  

“All of the roles I have had within Young 
Farmers has provided a huge learning 
for me, and has helped me make great 
friendships across the country,” he says. 

With two difficult seasons on the farm, 
the Donald Pearson Farm Board has 
had to persevere through high capital 
spending and management challenges 
as well as a severe drought, which is 
still impacting the farm.  

Drought conditions forced the herd 
to be dried off on February 25th, with 
only 25mm of rain falling in the month 
following.  

Milk production was initially up 25 
percent until Christmas 2019 but 
with the early dry off, finished with a 
disappointing 26,144 kg MS.  

Last season, the farm produced 26,370 
kg MS.  

The early dry off was done to preserve 
feed and cow condition. The drought 
meant the farm had got to a stage 
where costs were higher than the 
production achieved.  

The departure of Manager Jess 
Thomson opened up the role for Sam 
Waugh, who took over the position in 
April.  

The focus for the DPF Board for the 
coming season is to improve soil 
fertility and pasture composition. 

Farm Manager Sam Waugh, shares the 
same vision.  

“My priorities for the coming season 
are to improve pasture quality, increase 
pasture harvested helping to increase 
production efficiently, as well as 
improving the quality of fencing on the 
property,” he says.  

Julie Pirie says the DPF Board is 
looking forward to helping Sam achieve 
Donald Pearson’s vision for the farm, 
including milking 10 Shorthorns – 
keeping Pearson’s favourite breed on 
the farm.
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COVID-19 RESPONSE

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, NZ 
Young Farmers was forced to cancel 
the remainder of the FMG Young 
Farmer of the Year 2020 Contest 
including Grand Final which was set  
to be held in Christchurch at the  
start of July. 

The announcement to cancel the 
season was made on Wednesday the 
1st of April.  

Like other businesses, organisations 
and sporting events, we needed to 
respond and do our part to limit the 
spread of the virus. 

Four North Island Regional Finals were 
held before the COVID-19 outbreak, 
however Aorangi, Tasman and Otago 
Southland Regional Finals were 
postponed from the 16th of March as 
the Government started to introduce 
restrictions on mass gatherings and 
events. 

The three remaining FMG Junior 
Young Farmer of the Year and AgriKids 
Regional Finals were moved to an 
online format which the team worked 
extremely hard to reformat.  

Before the severity of the outbreak 
became clear NZYF had looked at 
the possibility of holding the South 
Island FMG Young Farmer of the Year 
Regional Finals at a later date or in a 
closed door format.  

It became clear from the 21st of March 
when Government Alert Levels were 
announced, that holding any form 
of FMG Young Farmer of the Year 
Regional Final was off the cards as  
the country prepared to move to a  
full lockdown on March 26th.  

NZYF CEO Lynda Coppersmith said  
it was the first time in the contest’s  
52-year history that the Grand Final  
and remaining Contest season had 
been cancelled. 

“I appreciate this decision will be 
disappointing for everyone involved 

with the FMG Young Farmer of the 
Year Contest, but for the safety of 
competitors, volunteers, spectators 
and sponsors it’s the right thing to do,” 
Coppersmith said on April 1st.   

“I’d like to acknowledge all of our 
competitors this year and in particular 
highlight the efforts of our four Grand 
Finalists for 2020 who support the 
decision and appreciate the unique 
situation we’re all in. We also want 
to thank our South Island Regional 
Finalists for their patience as we 
worked through the postponement of 
their Regional Finals,” she said.  

In the interests of being as fair as 
possible to the contest and the 
competitors affected, the Contest 
Board introduced a new set of rules for 
the 2021 contest season for the four 
2020 North Island Grand Finalists and 
the 28 competitors who qualified for 
the cancelled Regional Finals.  

All would need to requalify for 
Regional Finals for the 2021 contest 
season, a one year age extension was 
implemented and restrictions on the 
number of Grand Final and Regional 
Final qualifications was revoked.  

The four Grand Finalists – Lisa Kendall, 
Northern, Mitchel Hoare, Waikato 
Bay of Plenty, James Lawn, Taranaki 
Manawatu and Joseph Watts, East 
Coast – have kept their regional FMG 
Young Farmer of the Year titles.  

FMG Young Farmer of the Year 2019, 
James Robertson would continue as 
the reigning champion until the 2021 
season.  

Robertson supported the cancellation 
of the 2020 contest season, calling it a 
big decision but the right one to make.   

“This will be disappointing news for 
everybody involved, two weeks ago 
we never thought we would be in the 
current situation, which has created 
uncertainty for NZFY members, staff, 

contestants and the family of sponsors. 
But in these extraordinary times our 
community’s health undoubtedly comes 
first,” he said at the time.    

Robertson said his thoughts were with 
those who qualified for Grand Final, as 
well as the South Island competitors 
who did not get to compete.  

“Countless hours and even years of 
planning goes into preparing for the 
FMG Young Farmer of the Year Grand 
Final, but this time has not gone to 
waste. I have no doubt the contestants 
will demonstrate their resilience 
and begin thinking about the fast 
approaching 2021 contest season,” he 
said.  

As the principal sponsor of the Contest, 
FMG fully backed NZYF’s decision. 

FMG would continue to work with 
NZYF, its Board and the FMG Young 
Farmer of the Year Contest organising 
committee, along with other sponsors, 
to prepare for the 2021 season.  

The 2021 FMG Young Farmer of the 
Year Grand Final would be held in 
Christchurch, as was planned for the 
52nd season. 
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LISA KENDALL,    

MITCHEL HOARE,    

Northern FMG Young Farmer of the Year 2020     

Waikato Bay of Plenty FMG Young Farmer of the Year 2020     

2020 FMG YOUNG FARMER OF THE YEAR   
REGIONAL WINNERS   

Franklin Young Farmers  

28 years old  

Business owner Nurture Farming LTD, Farmlands Assistant 
Business Manager, part time Personal Trainer  

Previous Grand Finalist 2017, 4th place 

Lincoln University Alumni and Massey University Graduate  

North King Country Young Farmers 

24 years old  

Second in Charge, sheep and beef station, Te Kuiti  

First time competitor  

Waipaoa Cadet and Lincoln University Alumni   

JAMES LAWN,    

JOSEPH WATTS,    

East Coast FMG Young Farmer of the Year 2020     

Inglewood Young Farmers 

30 years old  

Business Manager, Parininihi ki Waitotara Farms Taranaki 

Previous Grand Finalist 2017, 5th place 

Massey University Alumni  

Tikokino Young Farmers 

29 years old  

PGG Wrightson Technical Field Representative  

Previous Grand Finalist 2019, Runner up FMG Young Farmer 
of the Year 

Massey University Alumni  

Taranaki Manawatu Young Farmer of the Year 2020 
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REGIONAL FINALISTS 

 
CELEBRATING SUCCESS

AORANGI
2020 REGIONAL FINALISTS

TASMAN
2020 REGIONAL FINALISTS

OTAGO/SOUTHLAND
2020 REGIONAL FINALISTS

FMG JUNIOR YOUNG FARMER OF THE YEAR  
GRAND FINALISTS 2020

EAST COAST 
GRAND FINALISTS

NORTHERN 
GRAND FINALISTS

OTAGO/ 
SOUTHLAND 

GRAND FINALISTS

WAIKATO/ 
BAY OF PLENTY 

GRAND FINALISTS

TARANAKI/ 
MANAWATU 

GRAND FINALISTS

TASMAN 
GRAND FINALISTS

AORANGI 
GRAND FINALISTS

Phoebe & Anna
Feilding  

High School

Alex & Alex
Te Awamutu College

Josh & Ollie
Northern Southland 

College
 

Nick & Zoe
Okaihau College

Fergus & Marshall
St Andrews College

Hannah & Nicole
Geraldine 

High School

Renee & Holly
Feilding  

High School

Luke & Furgus
Putaruru College

Millar & Ryan
Tokomairiro  
High School

Sean & Archer
Whangarei Boys  

High School

Mac & Jack
St Bede’s College

Jock & Thomas
Rathkeale College

Guy & Tristin
Napier Boys  
High School

Campbell  
Somerville

Becky  
Rickard

Adam  
Callaghan

Dean  
Gardiner

Adam  
Dale

George  
Gill

Andrew  
Cowie

Jack  
Taggart

Angel-Lee  
Woods

Jeremy  
Kilgour

Josh  
Johanson

Jonny  
Brown

Lee  
Hodsell

Kendal  
Buchanan

Peter  
Templeton

Scott  
Abrahamson

Tom  
Blackmore

George  
Smith

George  
Webster

Hamish  
Holland

James  
Hurst

Jesse  
Wilde

Adam 
 Judd

Scott  
Middleton

James & Robert
Geraldine 

High School

IN RECOGNITION OF 2020 FMG  
YOUNG FARMER OF THE YEAR 

FMG JUNIOR YOUNG FARMER  
OF THE YEAR 2020 
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ANNA TO REDESIGN TO FIT

  
HIGHLIGHTS

 
CELEBRATING SUCCESS
AGRIKIDS 2020 

EAST COAST 
GRAND FINALISTS

NORTHERN 
GRAND FINALISTS

OTAGO/ SOUTHLAND 
GRAND FINALISTS

WAIKATO/BAY OF PLENTY 
GRAND FINALISTS

TARANAKI/MANAWATU 
GRAND FINALISTS

TASMAN 
GRAND FINALISTS

AORANGI 
GRAND FINALISTS

Farmwise – 
Longbeach 

School

Future Farmers 
– Oxford Area 

School

Carncot Green 
– Carncot 

Independent 
School

Kamo Koolios 
– Kamo 

Intermediate

Mixed Breed – St 
Mary’s Putaruru

Bush Boys – 
Kumeroa 

School

Dipton 
Dynamites – 

Dipton School

Hinds 1 –  
Hinds School

The Ramz – 
Seddon School

Mak Trappers – 
South Makirikiri 

School

Kamo Dream 
– Kamo 

Intermediate

Cream of the 
Crop – Waikite 
Valley School

Tiko Top Dogs – 
Tikokino School/

Hereworth 
School

West Otago 
Rams – Blue 

Mountain College

AgriSeeds – 
Longbeach 

School

Clever Cows – 
Seddon School

 The Three Little 
Biggs – Mount 
Biggs School

O.C Cuts – 
Okaihau College

The Cow Girls  
–  Bethlehem 

College, St 
Mary’s Putaruru, 
Kuranui Primary 

Farmyard 
Chickens – 

Ruahine School

Funky Farmers – 
Winton Primary 

School

 
GRAND FINALISTS 2020
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JAMES ROBERTSON
2019 FMG YOUNG  
FARMER OF THE YEAR 
James Robertson made FMG Young Farmer of the Year 
history when he took out the 2019 title.  

At just 22 years old, he became the youngest ever winner at 
the Hawke’s Bay Grand Final in the contest’s 51st season.  

But it doesn’t stop there - he became the first person ever to 
have taken out both FMG Young Farmer of the Year and the 
Teen Ag Grand Final in 2013 (now FMG Junior Young Farmer 
of the Year).  

With the cancellation of the 52nd contest season due to 
COVID-19, he’s also the only person to have carried the title 
for two consecutive years. 

Robertson said in 2019, that becoming FMG Young Farmer of 
the Year was a dream come true and had always been a goal 
he wanted to achieve since watching the contest on TV as a 
child.  

Based in Auckland, he is a Technical Assistant for Fonterra’s 
Managing Director of Co-operative Affairs, and has ticked off 
many other achievements since his win as the reigning FMG 
Young Farmer of the Year.  

As part of his $75,000 prize package, Robertson travelled 
to Ireland where he attended the World Ploughing 
Championships and also managed to place 1st in an Irish 
Young Farmers tractor handling competition. 

While in Ireland, he joined the Callaghan Innovation New 
Zealand Agritech Delegation, presented a session on 
Sustainability in New Zealand farming and attended a range 
of meetings at the New Zealand Embassy.  

Closer to home, he has sat in on Primary Production Select 
Committee meetings at Parliament, met with Government 
Minister’s to discuss a range of issues impacting the next 
generation of farmers and also presented and ran sessions 
in schools around Auckland about opportunities in the 
agriculture sector.  

He’s worked with WorkSafe on a number of initiatives 
and also been a popular interviewee in the media space, 
featuring in many newspaper articles, radio interviews for 
Rural Exchange, The Country and television interviews with 
The Project and TVNZ’s Sunday programme.  

He was also recognised as a 2020 Finalist for the incredibly 
prestigious Australasian Zanda McDonald award, where he 
will attend the Platinum Primary Producer Conference at the 
end of the year.  

He’s become the Chairman of the Auckland Club for 2020, 
convened a District Final and unfortunately had a busy 
calendar with many other opportunities, cleared due to 
COVID-19.  

Some of those opportunities included being a guest 
speaker for the Massey University Graduation in May 
and a trip to Rotterdam, Holland, to attend and compete 
at the International Food and Agribusiness Management 
Association case study competition.  

Robertson said having won FMG Young Farmer of the Year 
opened a myriad of doors and opportunities.  

“The past twelve months have been mind-blowing, things 
haven’t stopped. The more you say yes, the more frequent 
opportunities arise and since the Grand Final in 2019 this 
has certainly been the case,” Robertson said.  

“Having the chance to travel and represent the contest,  
NZ Young Farmers and the sector has been really  
humbling and created an amazing learning environment  
for my longer-term ambitions. The FMG Young Farmer  
of the Year Contest has accelerated my journey and career,  
which I’m truly grateful for.”  

2019  
AGRIKIDS 
WINNERS

2019 FMG JUNIOR 
YOUNG FARMER  
OF THE YEAR   
WINNERS 

Shamus Young, 13, Archie Chittock, 12, 
and Flynn Hill 12, from Blue Mountain 
College were named the AgriKids 
Champions.  

The talented trio from Tapanui in West 
Otago met at lunchtime three days’ a 

Finn Beamish, 17, and Matthew Halford, 
17, took out the 2019 title for FMG 
Junior Young Farmer of the Year.  

The pair from Napier Boys’ High 
School came second in the 2018 grand 
final in Invercargill and credited that 
experience to their victory.  

“It was awesome to get another crack 
at the competition, we’re both rapt that 
we won. It was great to have been 

week to grow their skills and knowledge 
of the agri-food sector. 

 “We’re so excited. It’s an awesome 
result. We’ve been doing a lot of study 
in the lead-up to the final,” said Archie 
at the time.  

Modules included livestock breeding 
and genetics, farm safety, fuel storage, 
healthy soils, an agri-sector quiz and a 
race-off. 

“Our favourite module involved 
checking the sprockets and fitting the 
chain onto a two-wheeler Honda farm 
bike,” said Shamus. 

2nd Place - Seth Jones, Zane Brown 
and Sam Henwood, from Kamo 
Intermediate, Northland. 

3rd Place - Ruby Giera, Lachlan Rooney 
and James Clark, from Mt Somers 
Springburn School, Ashburton. 

Competitor of the Year - Ben Cairns 
from Limehills School in Southland.

through the process before, it meant 
we knew where we needed to improve,” 
said Finn at the time. 

The pair enjoyed the New Holland 
police tractor the most, with other 
modules including the installation of 
a farm water system using Hansen 
products, spotting safety faults on a 
piece of agricultural machinery and 
sitting an agri-business exam. 

“We had to drive a tractor towing a 
trailer loaded with silage bales and a 
police officer pulled us over to question 
us about road rules.” 

The overall prize pool for the FMG 
Junior Young Farmer of the Year was 
more than $9,000, which was the 
largest ever. 

2nd place - Guy von Dadelszen, 16, and 
Macabe King, 16, Napier Boys’ High 
School 

3rd place - Jacob Price, 17, and Patrick 
Foley-Smith, 17, Geraldine High School  

Competitor of the Year - Alex Fitzgerald 
from Te Awamutu College.

33



3534

14 lower North Island teenagers 
attend three-day Raising 
the Standards leadership 

programme

George Gill travels to China 
on second Prime Minister’s 

Scholarship

Phoebe Smails’ highly  
praised by Minister  

of Agriculture,  
Damien O’Connor

Te Awamutu students learn 
about the role of robotics in 

the agri-food sector

Megan Hands sworn in as 
Environment Canterbury 

Councillor

Phoebe Topp awarded Prime 
Minister’s Scholarship and 

Silver Fern Farms’ Scholarship

Six Teen Ag members head  
to USA as part of sought  

after exchange.

Georgia Whitworth, represents 
New Zealand at the Agricultural 

Australia Show, winning the 
Beef Judging section.

Urban schools visit farms 
nationwide, to learn the about 

the agricultural sector.

Nigel Woodhead launches 
new vision as part of Primary 

Sector Council

Samantha Tennant visits the USA as 
part of the International Federation 
of Agricultural Journalists Alltech 

Young Leaders programme

130 Teenagers attend  
TeenAg skills day in Feilding

James and Chloe Davidson 
start Roan Farm, selling glass 

bottle A2 milk door to door
Alex Argyle, 16, accepted for 

Cadetship at Pukemiro Station
Marton Young Farmers’ 

Celebrates 80th Anniversary

Teen Ag Clubs go head to head at 
the Allflex Clash of the Colleges 
as part of the Ford Ranger New 

Zealand Rural Games

NZYF Board Chair Ash-Leigh 
Campbell named Dairy Woman  

of the Year

Te Puke Young Farmers send  
feed to drought stricken  

Hawke’s Bay farmers

NZ YOUNG FARMERS  
HIGHLIGHTS   

TEENAG  
HIGHLIGHTS   
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LISA 
KENDALL,  

FRANKLIN YOUNG FARMERS

WILLIAM 
ROBERTSON, 
MASSEY YOUNG FARMERS

KAHLIA 
FRYER,   

TIKOKINO YOUNG FARMERS

2019 NZ YOUNG FARMERS  
EXCELLENCE AWARDS WINNERS   

Was recognised for her outstanding 
leadership and contribution to the 
agriculture, food and fibre sectors.  

She started her agri contracting and 
sheep milking business, Nurture 
Farming in 2016 and uses it to 

positively promote the food and 
fibre industry.  

She is at the forefront of on-farm 
innovation with sheep milking – 
developing sheep milk soap and 

hoping to expand into cheese and 
produce manufacturing.

Was nominated for his impressive 
ability to excel in anything he 
puts his mind to – particularly 

academically.  

He studied in China on a Prime 
Minister’s Scholarship for a 

semester and also travelled to 
Thailand as part of a second Prime 

Minister’s Scholarship.  

He’s currently studying a Bachelor 
of AgriCommerce, majoring in 

international AgriBusiness under 
scholarships from DairyNZ, FMG 

and Massey University.

Convened the 2019 FMG Young 
Farmer of the Year Grand Final and 
also sat on the governing board of 

Hawke’s Bay Netball.  

She said it was awesome to be 
recognised by her peers who 
nominated her for the award.  

“It’s a way of me expanding my 
governance skills and contributing 

as a youth and a woman in 
leadership.” 

RACHEL 
GOODIN    

OLIVIA
BUICK    

2020 WORLD CONGRESS CHARITABLE TRUST 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS   

The World Congress Charitable Trust awards cash scholarships worth $1,500 each to two  
Young Farmer’s members who are studying or intending to study agriculture or related topics.  

Now in it’s 47th year, there was a record amount of entries for the 2020 World Congress  
Charitable Trust Scholarship which have contributed to more than 100 member’s educations. 

The former Hauraki Plains College 
Student started studying at Victoria 
University of Wellington at the start 
of 2020 with the aim to focus on 
mental health and the wellbeing of 
rural communities through a conjoint 
Bachelor of Health Science and Arts.  

Rachel grew up on a dairy farm near Te 
Kauwhata and is a big believer in change 
through holistic health.  

“I want to be the beginning for change in 
reducing the stigma surrounding mental 
health and consequently, influence the 
next generation to become an accepting 
community,” she said.  

Fielding High School graduate Olivia 
Buick headed to Massey University to 
study a Bachelor of Agri Commerce 
majoring in farm management and 
international agribusiness at the start of 
2020.  

The 17 year old grew up on a small farm 
where her parents also ran their own 
agricultural contracting business. She 
plans to graduate and get into rural 
banking before moving into consultancy.   

“Through school assignments I’ve 
always enjoyed looking at numbers, 
altering budgets and cash flows to make 
things a bit more profitable, it just really 

“With all the stigma and stereotypes 
around depression in rural 
communities, it’s really hard for 
people who live in rural communities 
to be themselves sometimes and I 
feel like it’s a responsibility of mine, 
because of my passion, to address 
that issue.” 

The high achiever wanted to see 
where her double degree majoring 
in Health Promotion and Psychology 
and Education would take her, but 
also planned to study her Masters 
and PHD. 

appealed to me and I thoroughly 
enjoyed it,” Olivia said.   

Interested in niche markets, she also 
aims to get into farm ownership in 
the future to develop her own niche 
such as growing quinoa or hemp.  

“It’s a point of difference it’s 
something that appeals to me, niche 
markets are quite resourceful in a 
way,” she said.
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OUTREACH

TEEN AG

FMG 
YOUNG 

FARMER 
OF THE 
YEAR

NZ 
YOUNG 

FARMERS

700  
FOLLOWERS

2,000+  
FOLLOWERS

1,700+  
FOLLOWERS

7,500+  
FOLLOWERS

13,500+  
FOLLOWERS

2,200+  
FOLLOWERS

7,000+  
LIKES

12,500+  
LIKES

2,000+  
LIKES

  
INSTAGRAM

  
INSTAGRAM

  
INSTAGRAM

  
FACEBOOK

  
FACEBOOK

  
FACEBOOK

SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES
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STRATEGIC PARTNERS

FMG YOUNG FARMER OF THE YEAR FAMILY OF SPONSORS

NEW ZEALAND YOUNG FARMERS ARE 

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY: 
OUR
SPONSORS



4342

PRACTICAL/PERSONAL  
BENEFITS

TECHNICAL/AGRIBUSINESS 
BENEFITS

•	 STOCK JUDGING

•	 SKILLS/LEARNING EVENTS

•	 EVENT MANAGEMENT

•	 FARM/EVENT HEALTH & SAFETY

•	 NETWORK OF INDUSTRY CONTACTS/FRIENDS

•	 SOCIAL INTERACTION

•	 ENTRY INTO NZ YOUNG FARMERS COMPETITIONS

•	 ENTRY INTO FMG YOUNG FARMER OF THE YEAR

•	 SUBSIDISED CLUB, REGION AND NATIONAL EVENTS

•	 NZ YOUNG FARMERS EXCELLENCE AWARDS

•	 PUBLIC SPEAKING

•	 INTERVIEW EXPERIENCE

•	 EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITIES

•	 EXCLUSIVE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

•	 LEADERSHIP TRAINING

•	 INTERPERSONAL MANAGEMENT

•	 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

•	 MEETING PROCEDURE TRAINING

•	 STRATEGIC PLANNING

•	 GOVERNANCE TRAINING AND OPPORTUNITIES

•	 NETWORK OF CONTACTS THROUGH THE NZ YOUNG  
FARMERS BRAND 

•	 12 MONTH COMPLIMENTARY SUBSCRIPTION TO  
MYOB/AGRIMAPS

  
BENEFITS

Ph
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THE NEW ZEALAND FEDERATION  
OF YOUNG FARMERS CLUBS (INC.)

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2019

CONSOLIDATED  
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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FINANCIAL REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
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